
Systems and Simulations
a technological history told through four weird guys,

plus contemporary artist practice applications
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Progression of simulation
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“Information is 
information, not 
matter or energy”



Anti-Aircraft Predictor



People’s Republic of Walmart 
- Leigh Phillips and Michael Rozworski 2019

Fanfare for Effective Government 
- Stafford Beer 1973 
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“The purpose 
of a system is 
what it does”



Operations Research



Management Cybernetics



Cybersyn
aimed to use computers and a telex-based communication network to allow the government to maximise 
production while preserving the autonomy of workers and lower management.

The futuristic operations room was designed by a team led by the interface designer Gui Bonsiepe.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gui_Bonsiepe


People’s Republic of Walmart 
- Leigh Phillips and Michael Rozworski 2019

Fanfare for Effective Government 
- Stafford Beer 1973 



October 1972



Truckers/Bosses’ Strike

Cybernetic Revolutionaries
- Eden Medina, 2010



Cybernetic Revolutionaries
- Eden Medina, 2010



September 11 1973




