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Solidarity forever
Solidarity forever
Solidarity forever

For the union makes us strong

When the union's inspiration through the workers' blood shall run
There can be no power greater anywhere beneath the sun
Yet what force on earth is weaker than the lonely voice of one

But the union makes us strong

Solidarity forever

Solidarity forever




In 1987, the Nova Scotia government began to modernize the Sydney Steel Plant.
Constructed at the turn of the century, the plant has been one of Canada’s major
suppliers of steel rails, and played a significant pant in the nation's war effort in
two world conflicts. In the next three years, it will be ransformed from an oudated,
inefficient operation to a new complex of modern buildings with a significantly
scaled-down work force. The modemization will necessitate the demolition of early
buildings and will eliminaie “traditional™ processes of making steel. The closure of
the coke ovens operation in 1987 marked the first stage of the demolition; other
buildings and equipment will follow in the next year.

The Steel Project’s objective is the documentation of the historical, social, and
economic importance of all aspects of the Sydney Steel Plant. The project will pro-
vide a connection between Sydney Steel, the Cape Breton industrial community,
and the University College of Cape Breton, The documentation of the plant and the
process of modemnization will emphasize the centrality of the history of Sydney
Steel and will provide a link between the past and the future of the workers and
their community. This nationally important archival project will stress the joint
involvement of the steel workers, the community, business interests, and govern-
ment in Canada’s steel industry.
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Richard Serra makes his home on Cape Breton Island. He has invested himself in that iron rich

soil. | wonder if the production of steel on the island influenced his choice of locations to settle. |

find myself wondering if Richard Serra thinks about the loss of industry on Cape Breton Island? |
In 1987, the Nova Scotia government began to modernize the Sydney Steel Plant.

Constructed at the tum of the century, the plant has been one of Canada’s major
suppliers of steel rails, and played a significant part in the nation's war effort in

two world conflicts. In the next three years, it will be transformed from an outdated,
inefficient operation to a new complex of modern buildings with a significantly
scaled-down work force. The modernization will necessitate the demolition of early
buildings and will eliminate “traditional” processes of making steel. The closure of
the coke ovens operation in 1987 marked the first stage of the demolition; other
buildings and equipment will follow in the next year.
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It was while reading Jennifer A. Gonzalez's essay,
Autotopographies, that | realized what | was doing
with my collecting. While wandering the train tracks
and coastlines of Cape Breton Island seeking out
material links to a collective industrial past, | was
actually searching for fragments of my own identity

and creating “a spatial representation of identity™

from the detritus of industry.

The random bits and bobs of an industrial nature that | have collected and compiled




The project has several components: the organization of papers of 5YSCO
and DEVCO; visual documentation of processes, equipment, and buildings;
fur-ther documentation through the oral testimony of those involved in steel pro-
duction; and the appropriate dissemination of the material to the community, to
scholars, and to those involved in the promotion of economic development on both
regional and national levels,
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Cape Breton, a small island on the most
eastern edge of Canada, was once a
Canadian industrial hub. As a people,

‘ Cape Bretoners hauled coal from the
depths of the earth and used that fuel to
make steel. For those reasons, it seems
fitting and familiar to me that metal is one

| of my mediums of choice for my art

practise. Another home. It's in my blood.
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In the 1970s and 1980s, the threat of plant closure hung over Sydney like the toxin-
filled smoke billowing from its furnaces. The plant would go on losing money so
long as it continued using outdated equipment and methods and failed to diversify
its products. Furthermore, with a growing awareness of environmental issues and
the political force to fight them, the people of Sydney demanded pollution conirols
with modemization. The indignity of trading jobs for health was at last brought to
public discussion. Finally, in 1986 the provincial and federal governments agreed to
spend two hundred million dollars on modernization and pollution controls.




Through the gradual unfolding of this collective archive, my role has oscillated between artist,

archivist, researcher, and more. However, despite wearing these many hats, most importantly, and

Beachcombing as an affctive enactment of research-creati
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Prompt: Imagine a possible future for this artifact?’




Asking for pennys on the dollar for arts
workers from STEM workers is like pulling

teeth im loosing my mind




Sonic warfare!! That's us we're famous!













